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Ir. Leiber on Guerrillas!

lr. Fiianci Lkibkh, an rminent Ger-

man scholar, And for many years
(f Lsw in the Unirritjr of Ronth

Carolina In irply to a letti-- r from (ienersl
Hai.i.ki K.askinR hit opinions in reference
to (ho atatns of t;unrrillas among-civi- l

izod , nation, anil wln tlu r they are
entitled to tlm right of bellitrnl,
lay down the following propositions.
We intend publishing his letter at length:

Int. Guerrilla watTaro ia a novel term
for an oil and iw himmi offenee.

2d. Hjr not only the laws of war, hut
hf roinmon law, guerrillas are simply

" mined rii-r-.

ad' Guerrilla warfare is necessaril r
attended with wanton deairuetioii of
prowrty, pillage, and ansassinaUoti.

tth. A person living in a district under
military occupation, and Rivinj infurma-lio- n

to the ftovernmrnt of which he was
a subject, is universally treated nun spy.

5th. The high character and self sarrl- -
flelnir, motive of such oll'enders is no
palliation of their great crime.

ttlh. The coimpirator and rehel in a
territory under military occupation, as
he excises the occupying' army to the
greatest danger, and essentially inter
feres willi the mitigation of the sivcri
ty of war, is universally treated with
the vlmnxt tigm-n- f military hue.

"th. No armed prowler or huah-tvhack--

is entitled to the protection of the law
of war, aiinply because he may fy that
he is dcfindin his country, or hoc mine
his government has called on him to
commit homicides, which all civilized
nations consider murder.

Hlli. tiuerrillas are peculiarly danger
ous hecauno they easily evade pursuit,
and by laying down their arms, become
insidious Iocs, because they ran subsist
only by rapine, and nearly always

into robbers and brigands.
flih. Armed band that rise in a dis-

trict fairly occupied by military force,
are universally considered, if raptured,
liriijrvuh and not prisoners of war.

10th. These, bands unite the fore fold
character of the .iy, the briynr.n, the

and the re, and cannot he treat-
ed as a fair enemy of regular war.

In addition to this very strong lan-

guage employed by perhaps the holi-
est and most profound authority on in-

ternational law and tlm laws of war
now living, we would add the emphatic
language of General Kikuy Smith used by
him in a recent proclamation :

IIkadsjuahtkiih CuN'KKUKKATC J'YlXKK, I
Army ot East Tennessee,

August '.20, lHO'J. )
Th tltf citizens of Knox county mid the adjacent

tixintirs in Kentucky :
finding that you have been deceived

by the misrepresentations of our eiien.ies,
ami have been induced by them not
only to leave your homes, and niso to
resort to the cowardly practice of bush-
whacking, I how promise you that if

ou return ipiielly Jo your homes and
lead orderly lives you will not be dis-
turbed, but will be protected in your
rights.

If, on the contiary, you persist in fir-

ing up in my soldiers from the woods,
ytnt villi hung when you are caught, and
your h'lUw.i andpropnii will be dr.ilroied.

K. KIRHY KM n il,
Major-Genera- l.

liecent event in this vicinity have
had a tendency to bring guerrilla

into great odium. Let the barbar-
ous system be abolished.

Meeting of the Legislature.
Gov. Ishav G. llAHttis' Legislature is

coining into Nashville slowly. Only
two mcmhess have yet arrived, Hon.
KoBTitRT ttKNNicTT, of Sumner county,
aud lion. Wii.i.iam IUrkshai.k, of dit-

to, and we take pleasure in commend-tn- g

their diligence. Governor Harris.
has not yet appeared ; being detained, il
is supposed, in collecting materials for
an extensive report on Agriculture, Geol-

ogy, and improved methods of making
whiskey. Aa there is not a iiioruiu, Hon.
Hod BF.NNr.iT, and Hon. ISii.l llAitKsiMi.K,

of Sumner, will employ themselves in a
eric of preliminary labors, of the fol-

lowing character :

hTANUINtl IDHMITTKI'.m,

0i 'JYmm llcunct ami lUrksdiile.
On Jlnrse.-.tlcalm- g Maiksdale and l'en-mt- t.

On Stirring up fnnurrectiun Bennett.
(hi l'ilhtging and Murder liarksilalf.

m

A gentleman just paSM'd through
Gallatin, the other day, rays that
thai place as well as the road to this
city is free of guerrillas. The rebels sre
panic-stricke- at their recent route. A

portion of them passed at the top of their
speed IhruugH'iallutin, h.ircly stopping
to announce that tuvlre. hnndrd Federal
Cavalry were in hot pursuit and would
he in towu shortly t Another hand Hud

through Springfield in the wildcat con-

sternation, some hatless, other slroeless,
and others coatle s) w i I hout guns, ha vcr-sa-

or canteens. A few suchcxpctidi-tion- s

will clear the country for thirty
miles around. We hope that General
Nkui.ky will icport the admirable per-

formance at his earliest cnim'iiicucr.
The ho) are all eager for another set-l- o

with the Let tinguerrilla. in Ka o a
chance at theoe laud pirates.

- am

No valor, no recotirces can piolit the
traitors ultimately who seek to ruin their
country. The giants themselves though
they tore up forests and mountains by
the roots, fell conquered in thu unequal
Strife whru they engaged in battle with
the gods.

--

What reuiors is so sharp so terrible
and so laatiug as th remorse of a

Skirmish at RnselhUl, Ky.-B- ont

of the Rebel Cavalry.

A gentleman onnected with this ofllce, I

who was in Kiiswllville last Tuesday,
says that three hundred rebel cavalry,
under Captaiu IVhitcu, burned a small
bridge at Auburn Station, ten miles be-yo- nd

Uussellt ille, on the Memphis branch
road, between that place and Howling;

Green, aud encamped at liusscllville on

last Tuesday morning. About four
o'clock in the afternoon body of Fed-

eral infantry, commanded by Cot. IIab-hisb- o

of Indiana, attacked theiu In camp.
Our informant, who was a witness of the
affair, says that a perfect panic took,

place anions; th Confederates, tbey fly

ing precipitately in all direction. Four
of them were killed, one wounded, and a
number captured. Tory also lost fifteen

horses and a number of saddles and guns.
The Federal loss was one ofUccr and one

private killed. The rebels were a part
of (Colonel Woodward's command.

A Noble Contribution.

The citizens of San Francisco liars
sent $100,000 for the relief of ihe sick
and woudded in the Federal army. Con-

trary to the lying predictions of the reb-

els, California, on the far verge of the
1'acilic, is thoroughly, immovably, heart-

ily, enthusiastically loyal. Her soul,

like her soil, is rich in virgin gold.

w (

The idea of the independent sovereign

ty of the Cotton Stab s provokes the de-

rision as well as Ihe indignation ot the
people of the I'nited States. Its wick-

edness is equalled by its egregious folly.
A ragged drunkard, without a copper in

his pocket, yet negotiating for large es-

tates, a lunatic issuing proclamation and
mandates to his imaginary kingdoms,
are good illustrations of the towering
madness of secessionists in pretending
to set up a Confederacy. The absurd
conception had lUer be dropped or
every acre of the Southern Con

federacy will be. bathed with the blood

of the traitors and madmen who are at
tempting to destroy a government which
the illustrious Wasiiisoto, Ihe best and
wisest of men, pronounced the be.-- gov

ernment upon the earth. Woe to all who

lift their hands sgninst il. We adopt the
motto which the old warrior inscribed
upon his shield: Xemo tun impum laees.iit;

N) MAX SHAM. ATTACK MR WITH IMCU- -

NITV.

Southern Market Prices.
From Ihe Alt'lil! IVin'r.ler l y , S..pr

Yesterday trade, both wholesale and
retail, was very ae'ive amounting tveu
to excitement. The streets were throng-
ed with vehicles and people from the
country, fur and near.

A considerable amount of jams were
sold by the bale at $7 per bunch ; and
in the afternoon some ecuIators with-
drew their yarns from thu market, hold- -'

ing them for higher prices. Osnaburgs
went up to 6'J'a cents, sheetings '.', and
shirting 5ti. Salt will soon ho out of
reach of all, except those who hsve more
money than they know what to do wiih.
LiverM)ol sacks sold yesterday for $30,
and Into in the evening some actually
sold for the' enormous prieu of $100 pur
sack, at which it is now held. Virginia
sacks (.150 lbs.) are held at $00.

Only think of that one hundred didlurt

for one unci; of milt ! What a Paradise for

the poor Ihe Southern Confederacy
must be !

Will those Secessionists hearts
overflow with sympathy for ihe alllic-tim- is

of their own friends, consider what
must have been the grief of that wife of
a Federal oflicer a man noted for his
gallantry and humanity when she heard
that her husband had been murdered in
a distant Stale, in cold blood, by guer-

rillas, while lying in an ambulance, sick
and helpless? Will they consider ihe
unspeakable anguish of that parent, that
husband, whoso wife and lender daugh-
ters were outraged the other day, in this
vicinity, by Confederate soldiers? Or,
are we lo understand that the sullerings
of loyal people are not worthy of notice ?

m - -

A certain class of politicians are per-

petually asking us, "What is the Govern-

ment going to (l w ith the slaves of the
rebels '.' Well, if it can do nothing else
with them, probably it can drive the peo-
ple of South Carolina into the Atlantic
ocean, and Colonize the negroes there.
The extermination of the treacherous
and barbarous people of that State would
be regretted by nobody. Il hail a great
deal better be peopled with negroes than
with its present tribe of traitors.

. . - .

Copper Curren
The h'ebcl Congress passed a bill to

issue copper coin of the de nomination of
live, ttn, and ttrth'y nvt emit! Another
evidence of the prospei ty of Pixie. By
Christmas it will doubtless issue a cur-

rency of iron, and Wcry little nigger
w ho goes to boy a slick of candy w ill
have lo carry a ferrugincou chunk as
big as his mother's (lat-iro-

The terrible outrage committed by live
rebel soldiers on three highly ieSKcted
1'iiinn ladies in this Linity was i:i fact
a inure aggravated case than we reportrd
it. One of the aull'erers is girl not fif-

teen years of age. Sn hope the uloii-ste- is

w ho have thus disgraced their kind
will be caught and hong without mercy.

None can war against the integrity of
tlieir country, and the peace of their fel-
low, countrymen and prosper; lor Heaven
iisclf marks Iheni ss Ihe victims of its
swift aud inexorable vengeance. I,l--

' ,""" A'"'" vumtrt; the linhlllini,a of
Jov. strike the lufiieal mountains, sod

! th greatest criminals.

THE CAMPAIGN t H M ARYLAXJJ
i--

The Battles of 8 nth Mountain and
Antietam.

tYitit M'anhington In Frnlerick .1 t'min-tr- y

Kantdid-- btyally in Ke-lf- l nk
JleriuiHtig f,ir the Hbrl Army Thu
H'tUltawl Ifotltf-Kcl- d of ,nlh Monu-loi- n

Orer tU Snitli Mouut.iim Vte
Untile of Anlietutn from tlie Mwr-- Hn

in (he Jlotpitali 'J he Datth on lite
Jlight Some Ceneral Otitrrrnti'nii, etc.

Crrrv.eliliv Ctt itrtiatl (".Kwrel.il.

WasimoTOK, Sept. 22, 1802.
The weather wise predict the coming

storm by the threatening rlond along
the horizon, the sultry calm, snd ihe oc-

casional flashes Of lightning and hurst
id thunder Irom the " advance cuard."
of the marshaling elements. Ihe indi-
cations of an hnending battle week
ago of which those of fUmth
Mountain and Lrampton Gap was mere
preludes were too apparent ta be mlscoo-ktrue- d.

Fitx John Borter's corn hail
moved on the previous Saturday, and
was rapidly advancing. Tyler's brig-
ade, and several other brigadr of new
troops were also in motion. ,

Tbe temptation to. bo present during
the coming engagement, and to witness
w hat it was hoped to be not only the ex-

pulsion of the rebels from Maryland,
but the annihilation of lheMrandtarmy,"
was too strong tu bo resisted. Accord
ingly, accompanied by Colonel Wall, of
Washington your correSondent took
saddle for Frederick City. It is a tide
or forty miles through the pleasant part
of Maryland. The country presented
the usual signs of aimy occupation de-

serted camp grounds, fences broken dow n
snd burned up, cronfiebls pillaged of
theirrroanting ears, orchards relieved of
their ripening nurdeus, and here aud
there the still ordorous skeletons of horses
and mules, which had "given out" by
the way, and the cremation of which
had been but partial. lieyond Clarks
burg Ihe citizens complained equally of
ootn armies. 1 heir property bad been
oveirun, their meat and spring houses
ransacked, tlieir gardens and cornlields
wasted, not by the army proper, but bv
the stragglers. Between Clarksburg and
rrederick, it is no exaggeration lossy,
that we met enough stragglers to have
formed a brigade of effective men. Man v
of them, however, were convalescents w ho
had lieen discharged from Ihe Wai-hiim- -

ton hospitals and ordered lo join their
regiments. Ihe regiments had advanc
ed with the main army, and these con
vaiescenis, wiinom rations lor more
than two dajs' march, and generally
without money, were compelled to sub

ist on tho country. There are bad nu n,
too, in all armies men w ho enlist more
for the Bake of plundering than lighting,
and these fall out of the ranks purpose
1 lo straggle through Ihe country and
pil!ge t tie farmer. .Nu precaution can
pi event I his. I ommissionci olhccrs were
ordered to march in the rear of their
companies snd regiments, and after
each brigade came a rear guard to pick
up the stragglers; and yd Ihe country
was lull ot 1 1. t in

we arrived at Frederick City on Tues-
day, at mid-da- If anything were
wanting to assure the public that Mary
land is loyal, tho display t Hags, and
the cheerful greeting of uur troops as (hey
psssvu inrougli the city, would supply it.
I have never seen Cincinnati on any gala
or national holiday more magnificently
"ragged out." From every house, almost
from every window, the and stripes
were untuned. I hese llags had been
hidden during the rehel occupation of
the city, and weio displayed before the
rear guard of the rebel aimy had lairly
withdrawn from the city, and at a time,
too when it was very uncertain on
which hide, in the impending battles,
victory would turn. Anticipating the
order of events, let uie say here, from
observations snd inquiries along the
route going and returning, I could hear
of but few recruits having joined the
rebels, dackson himself expressed great
disappointment, and his army openly
cursed the Alarylanders as Unionists,
and their Mate as "a d d 1 ankee Slate
anyhow." Two recruits wero obtained
near Monocacy Church one who fled to
avoid the attentions of pressing creditors
and another to escape prosecution for Be
ductiou. A few were obtained about
Frederick, generally young men of like
desperate fori lines. Four joined them at
llagerstown one, who intended en lift
ing in tho Federal service, made drunk
by his companions, put his name, to the
wroug paper s, and found himself in tho
clutches of Lee's arniy. It is not prob
able that the recruits lo Ihe Confederate
service from Maryland will aggregrale
five hundred. Contact with thu 'nr.V
backs, as the rehel are there called, dis
belled a thousand pleasing allusions. In
tho exceedingly greedy, needy, filthy
lousy and ragged rebels, their Maryland
sympathizers failed to see the chivalry
ot Ihe nouth, the liloodroyal ol its arts
tocracic institutions, and refused fo rec
oguizo ineir deliverers in such a guise
It was in vain that I.ee plead and Jack
son prayed. They were plainly told
that they were not wau'ed, aud that the
oppressions under which Maryland Ian
guished were not so disastrous as Ihe
occupation of its soil by such an army
The invasion of tho Sta'o has been, in
this sense, a blessing, that it has made
its loyal people unconditional Lnionisls
and exposed the hitherto latent treason
of many influential families.

Running nearly due South, and to Ihe
Weat of Frederick City, is the Caloctin
mountain range, a continuation of ihe
Blue ICidge. On the South il terminates
at l'ointof Bocks. On the North il unites
the l'eiiiisylvauia line with the Suulli
Mouu'aiu liange, which, lending li Ihe
Southwest, slopes down lo Ihe 1'ololnlc
at Knoxville, four miles Fast of Harper's
Ferry. Belweeu ihese two ranges nestles
the lovelies! valley iu Mary laud the
Valley of Middlelow n. The deep blueol
the mountain slopes, tlieir stiiniuii robd
in the liehest purple aud vermillion of
Ihe lingering sunsel, as we crossed I he
Caloctin range ihe dark khadow al-

ready falling like a veil over the Valley
the glimmer id camp-lir- e and thu

light of the distant village, made up a
panorama of exquisite loveliness ami
picturesque beauty. We weie following
Ihe road which McClellan's army had
taken but three days hi fore in pursuit
of the retreating rebels. Ambulance
trains bearing the wounded from Ihe
field of South Mountain to Frederick, and
supply trains guarded up inlaiitry ami
cavalry, moving forward lo (he "seat of
war," were passed continually The vil-

lage of Middlctowu, ten miles from Fred-
erick, and in the centre of the valley,
was full of wounded. Churches, school- -

houses, and private dwellings, were
taken, aud the wounded had not all, eveu
1,..., I.uui l,r..n..l.t in

The battle of South Mountain really
commenced at a bridge over Caloctin j

half a mil we.l of th village,

Where Ihe rvbols hal potetl artillery in
dispute the passage. Pislrfrfgcd froth
tliii, they retreated in a stronger position
if the mountain aide, tbeir main body
Icing' massed on wooded blulTs to Ihe
right and left, for a distance of more
than two r.nles. It was on the left that
Uiey were stormed out of their strong-
hold by Hooker's corps, Cos' Kanaw ha
division charging upon the enemy with
irresistible valor. Il was 'here that the
Twenty third Ohio, " psalm singers " of
the WYatern Heserve, crossed bayonets
with the 2;ld South Carolina, a 'proud
rrgiiuen1, and repreaentative of tbe rabid
ultra ism of Ihe I'alnielto State. Il was
cavalirr against Buntan, snd th latter,
a in the clay of Braise God Barebnnes,
bad the best of it. et o d'Slcraic v
did the Carolinian light, that before a
single tnau surrendered, lie would beat
hi gun against a rck or tree so ss fo
render it useles to the enemy. A no
vate in the 23d Ohio shot one and lay- -
onetted two of the rebels in this stormy
encounter, and wss made a sergeant for
ins gallantry, ihe other Ohio regiments
composing the brigade displayed equal
valor, and were bolly engaged close
(purlers with the enemy several limes
be lore lie was driven over the ctcst oT
lb mountain into the valley, on the west
side of the ."outh Mountains. Kuuallv
desperate was Ihe fighting In the centre
and n .u Uft. Artillery was used
mainly to cover Ihe advance of our
troops, and a for the rest, the bayonet
and bullet did the work. Following the
road through Turner's Can. some two
miles from the base of the mountain you
come to a cleared lield on the right hand
side, w ith a farm house on the left, in the
rear of w hich the mountain rises in pre-
cipitate ledges. In this cleared field w as,
perhaps, as desperate lighting as charac-
terized the engagement. It was the
last hold the rebels had on the moun-
tain. To surrender was lo give up all.
As seen in Ihe gray light of morning,
heavy mists still hanging over it and the
clothing of ihe dead l i bels drenched with
the night dews , it presented a sombre
aspect. It had been trodd. n ss smooth
as , thrashing lloor. Burying parties
were still busy bringing in ihe dead;
the nir was tsintid with the odor of
death, and the bodies presented a ghast-
ly aspect. Upjto that time over six hun
dred of enemy's dead had been buried
the wooded had all been removed

Six miles south of this battle Held is
Crainpton's Gap, through which sses
the trad from Jefferson to lloherville.

lies in this Gap. This
strong position was cariied by Frai.k- -

lin'scoips, by a succession of bayonet
charges, perhaps Ihe most brilliant of tho
war, and ol which the newspapers have
alieady furnished detailed accounts.

H was Wednesday morniuj, the 17th
ol .Vplcmher a day that w ill be memor-
able in the history of this war, both, for
the nature and extent of the Indie t In n
fought, and the vast interests that de-

limited upon il. We had little leisure to
visit past battle fields; our Iri-io- t ss was
with the present one. Emerging from
the wooded heights, the valley of Anlie
tain Criek spread out before us like an
emerald map. A little to the southwest,
and some six miles distant, was lliu vil
lage of Sharpshnrg, beyond which rose.
succession of irregular liil s, nun. ing so
closely into each other as lo present al
most the appearauee of an evenly rolling
country. Aud still bvy nd, tho massive
blue w alls ol lhe irgini Mountains lose
up against the cold leaden sky of the
oloudy, siimmeting dawn. The bailie, " as
then rsging furiously fiiun the riht to the
left. Its outlines could bo traced by th
wreaths of smoke that rose up like white
mists from Ihe river, and settled over the
valley. As seen from our stand-poin- t, it
(lescrilied very nearly the segment ol
circle the right resting nearly on the
rotomac and the left on Ihe east bauk ol
tho Antie'am, and extending down to
wards iu conUiieiire with the I'utoinao
the river of battles. There was some
thing wonderfully grand in the coutii.u
ous heavy throb of artillery, s i snid in
its pulaiiions on the air that the nicest
ear could hardly distinguish between
them ; and mingled w ith this dull thun-
der came tho sharp rattle of musk-tr- y,

sounding at that distance like the explo
sion of indefinite buiulles of lire crackers
This terrible roll and rattle of luuskrlry
continued on the right and renter, occa
sionally breaking out on the left, without
cessation, for over two hours. Natiuo
from all her heights and depths answered
to the convulsion of battle, and the echoes
deepened and prolonged, which swept
back from mountain s'eeo and gorge,
added indescribable solemnities and
grandeur lo the hour.

We pwshed forward. Passing through
Hoonsbnrn.' through which the 8th II
linois Cavalry made a magnificent dash
on Monday, scattering the rebels like
chall', we struck olf on road t the left
leading lo Keedysville, which is situ
ted on the Anlietam, three or four miles
above Sharpshnrg. Wedged in anion
artillery and supply trains, with drivers
cursing at tlieir horses and each other,
brigadi s of infantry, the men swarming
around every well, and scooping the wa
ter from every pool and wayside soring
cavalry and lancers w ith their r d oen
ous, and ugly looking lances, w hich arc
not known to have hint any body, though
they give a picturesque ellect lo uch a
cavalcade, and ihe limestone dust, pul
verued to impalpable powder by th
tread of so many thousands, rising up in
great clouds, and almost stilling one, we
moved slotvly forw ard down into the val
ley through the little town, and taking
a by-pat- h through the woods, followed a
isviue between Ihe hills and soon came
upon the hospitals, to w hich the wounded
were bring brought from llm centre and
right.

It is a sorrow fill sight that one sees in
such a place. A In spital on the battle-
field comprises all that is terrible in war

broken anus and legs, bones crushed
and pnheiised, flesh torn into shreds,
rjes shot out, lingers shot off, a phi e of
groans, of agony, of death most mtrei-fu- l

of delivrrii'S of bloody tables snd
ampulalnms, f heroic endurance and
slron; nature grappling with great suf-
fering. The surgeons and nurses "oii-e- d

assiduously. Water for thirsty lips,
blarkeiied with gunpowder ; stimulant
for exhausted natures; bandages ami
dressings for Ibsh wounds; and the
knife for desperate eases. Stretched on
straw, in Iroiil of a btru door, lav a
MaMarhusctt's soldo r elesr complex-io- n,

glossy and luxuriant fair and btaid,
a noi exquisitely chiseled, an eve Mark,
as the raven's wing and spaikliug as a
carbuncle a man that would at once
atlrael attention and admiration for the
manly beauty id Ihe face and the fine
propoilioii of the body. H'- - biother had
riinoved him from the trout, and now
knelt betide him, smoothing back his
hair, and clasping his already stiU'ening
hand, No word were spoken and ho
tears ahed. Turning his head and tiling
his (ne upon Ihe sky, the dung soldier
lay silent, ga.ping, the muscles about the
'u"u(l i'0'Ur;ted, the r.ervrs quivering

'tu J,tu- - 1 rt.totljr Ui. tolor taJ.d

tmm h4 the fare whitened till It
I'H.krd a pure and clear as marble, the
rye became dull and staring, a shudder
passed through the tram and th spirit
tf the patriot and Christian stxid reveal-
ed in Ihe clear tadiance of etrnily. The
agony wss pas'ed. The surviving bro-
ther having Been the body placed in a
position where he could recover it, shoul-
dered his musket, and with heavy Jeel
and heart moved, slowly forward to re-

sume his place in the rank, and hi
position in front of danger. This was
but one of hundred equally touching
incidents that presented themselves

n. , Vet Ihci w , a wonderful
buoyancy of spirit among the wounded.
1 hey talked w ith great animation of the
pari ihey bad taken iu. the fight of the
morning, of the glorious imtiduct of their
regiments' and brigades' and made lighl
of their wound s an almost Inevitable
consequence, aud. Irom which they would
speedily rreovtr.- t , ; .

f f j
II is uot my purpose lo atlruipt m des

cription of tbe rattle. Whoever hat
read I'-- account of it published in the
New York Tribune, will have as clear and
accurate a conception or its general fea-
tures as can or w ill be given. We had
arrived too late to !my underatand Ihe
disposition and movements of the differ
ent division and the part they had taken j
in the struggle. Moving up tli euce.es-aio- n

of hills to the right, we came to the
Item where ihe II!, U.4 .....-Be-d h
previous evening. Hooker's division had
advanced on the enruif's left, deployed
right ami left, with Meade's (formerly
McCall's) division of Pennsylvania

in the centre, protected by lunil
blcday's battvry on the extreme rieht
and had driven the enemy from a pie. e..r I . r- . ..

i m.iiu ou me crcs' oi a lull com
manding an open lield of pastureland and
cornfield in front, with the llagerstown
and Sharpshurg rod, and .another forest
in the rear, The msiliou was consider-
ed an important one, and .'Vv em uiy dur
ing uie, nigiii nan endeavored to recover
the lost ground, but incfiVitually. This-ws-

te battle ground of the foil twing
day. Taking the llagerstown road a
its southern boundary, it represented an
irregular parelielogiam, defined on the
west by the abovu road, on the cast by
"dirt road" or lane joining the llagers-
town road near a liam school house,
and on I ho north and west bides by
woodland, w hich was held by our troops
on Teiisd iy night; ,The enclosed Held
became Ihe theatre ot a dcM-ra- t tlghton
the following day, It was taken and
retaken four tiuies, by impel uoiis charge,
and was at last held by Smith's divis-ic- n.

Our four had also eiictralcd
the woods on the Jell of the llag-
erstown toad, but bad been repulsed
w ith great loss. Brigades and divisions
had uielled away like snow in thu tci.ir
bio nucouirers ol that field. In ihe
meantime the extreme light had closed
gradually iu, and the left under Buruside
had loreed the passage of the bridge over
the Antietam, and stormed the (lie enemy's
position, driving him through Sharpsburg,
aud up tho irregular hills above, clinging
to the ground ho had gained with ex-
treme tenacity, and holding it with ier-ilo- us

dillieulty. , Wlicu night closed in,
thu noli of the segment of a circle.
which rcpri Hunted our lines iu tho morn
ing; had been coiicetitraled till it took
more Ihe shape of a horse shoe. Juring
the altei noon Ihe right bad been stremrth
eued, and tho old brigades withdrawn to
to reorganize and resL 'I hey wero sdy
c.ui up. uuiuoii haully uum.
bered five hundred; Max Webar'a wua
equally reduced; Kimball's small befoic
the fight, was almost annihilated; and
the I eunsylvauia Uerserves was but a
skeleton ol w hat once comprised a soli n

. . . 1.i: .1 .i:..: foi. iuiu uiisi"ii. me. lossot aunuiur corps
was lerrinc, nniouiiimg o as much mob
ably w all the other corps, li had fought
wiin Jt had In en where the
bullets were thickest and bayonets thu
keenest, It had struggled baud to band
with a despt rate and resolute enemy,
So w it h Seymour' brigade. Jt, had closed
in with Ihe enemy, the uion seizing each
other by Ihe collar and dragging ibem
over a fence which separated tho comba
tants. 1 l.cy had ued the bavoLcli tree
ly, and clubbed tli.-i- r muskets in the ter
rific collist HI.

1 have said I should attempt no de
scription of ll. ( battle. It was imnossi
ble from the front, ov ing lo the irrcaular
and woody nature of tho ground, to lake,
in at one view more than a Unih part of
Ihe lield. The line extended nearly Hvo
miles. It w as impossible from the lull on
which Gen. McCiellan had fixed his head-
quarters, lo obtain inore( than a general
idc of I lie conllict. ,

t

What did transpired was ascertained
from aids and messengers, and from Com.
manders of divisions. A complete his-
tory of tho battle has yet to be written

possibly it never will be, But only by
Ihe light of ilillerent newspaper accouulS
aud Ihe reports of Commanding ollicci
w ill its true character b made appa-
rent.

I have generally to say of this VH"
from what 1 observed and subsequently
learned, that it was, a a SuUe, indecisive,
Two '(.real objects were lo ho gained
which had not been gained to seize on
our left Ihe load leading from Sharps-
hnrg lo the Shcpardshnvn Ferry, aud
thus iuleiccpl the emmy's retreat in
that diiection ; and, on the right, the
road leadiiu froui SharpHburg to

We were in such osition,
however, at the close of Ihu day, as to
threaten the latter, and inuke a retreat in
that direction impracticable, and the
enemy probably knew that the right bad
been strongly reinforced, and could
i.either be Hanked or driven from its po-
sition. But he still held the Shep-ardstow- n

ferry, and a ford a short dis.
lam below. The liver was unusually
low, aud fordaldu lo infantry at many
point so that if he chose to retreat.
aii'l the lime was given lulu, ho could
ellect il without Very serious dillieulty.
Il has been impossible during the day lo
strengthen our h l'i ttt H,u expense of the
center or light. To have done so would
have periled the safety of oiie or both,
and to have been flanked on Ihe right or
broken in the center, bolh of w hich had
been repeatedly attempted would have
been equally fatal. The left ws, there-foi- e

unable to advance and seize Ihe de-
sired position. F.vtui had it been gain
id, il is exceedingly duiibtful whether il
could have Imcii held an hour. To I. ..I, I

the lines impact, lo maintain the posi-
tion lakeu from Ihe enemy, and tu rou-
tine him within the military cordon
stretched around him, was all, under ihe
circumstances that could have been ex-
pected on that day.

The surrender of Harper's Ferry had
materially all. cted Ihe result of the bat-
tle. Itrclia. d ."JO.om 0r ihe Confed-
erate, and enabled Hu m to march directly
to Hie assistance of (heir tiiends. Our
all'ective lone could not have exceeded
1H,.,J " i' so much, that of the
enemy wis about equal b. fore their rein-
forcements anived from the Ferry. This
gave them the preponderance iu numbeis.
They probably numbered lUO.Oyu tight-le- g

nu n, with tbe advantage of position

for drfene In their favor. McClellan'a i

army ou that day confronted Ihe rntire
available rebel force that bad invaded
Maryland or occupied Northeastern Vir- - j

gini. .Subsequent events continued ibis.
Citizens of llarHr's Ferry assured me
that the Confederate did nii remain
there Inure than eighl hours after lis ur- -
render, t'l'hey paroled our prisoner in
great haste; they did not atop ta carry nil
half the available'"spoils;" they left guns,
cannon, army stores iu abundance. It
was imperative that they should go, for j

they knew- - the critical hour had arrived.
A reconnoissance to I.ees'oirg by cavalry
rut out from Sigel' corp revealed the

lac t that dime was no considerable rebel
fore there. Another reconnuiatance to
Thoroughfare Gap proved that he had
withdrawn everything but a few cavalry
pickets. Where, then, wa the enemy?
Thf-anaw- te -- a jilatn a tho- - ii vn
jour face in front of McCiellan.

.As to Dumber, then, tho armiet were
pretty eveuly balanced, the preponder-
ance, 9 usual, being with the enemy. ' If
anybody could hsve guaranteed the safe-
ty of Washington tor a few days, perh7s
Sigul'a corps might have been turned to
account. In discipline and Valor there
was little difference. The rebel fought
with tho greatest desperation, our fnsqis
with the greater endurance. There was
equal obstinacy, pcrlitp eqiiol impetu-
osity. i .

la a batllo were all tho forces that go
to make up succcaa n either side werA
so evenly balanced, a single blunder
of auy magnitude in the dcspositiou of
the divisions, ad their timely reinforce-
ments when pressed, would have been
Istat. ' I bul report tht' opinion of offWrs
high in command, when I say thai no
such blunder wa commit led. No bri-

gade, no division was brought into ac-

tion fatigued or exhausted. The men
wero given time to prepare their coffee,
to cat (heir rations, and to rest before
going into action.

There wasuo llinchiug, no stampeding.
Hereupon Ihe right, there upon the lilt,
a brigade may have given ground under
j cross fire, but they reformed quickly ,

advanced steadily, and fought bravely.
To the heroic bearing of the rank and
flies much so as to the ability dis-
played iu handling them, the success of
the day may lie attributed.

It was then a drawn battle, consider-
ed as a battle per te. We had gained
fsiniething in position, taken perhaps
til teen hundred prisoners, few eland of
colors, in cannon that I could hear of,
and lost in killed and wounded sit --

gregsfc which the rebel loss will not
greatly exceed. If they lost more in
killed, it is not going far I'mm the truili
to aay, we lost tuore iu wounded. They
fought to wound, our men to kill. In
general oftL'ers our men greatly exceed-
ed theirs. A drawn battle, il wa pre-
sumed it would bo renew ed ihe next day,
aud with lhisexpccllion our troops slept
on their arms on Wednesday nighf.

In another sense, the rebels s'skrd
upon it what they a dec ted ly styled the'' deliverance of Maryland. 'The night
before Ibe battle in Sharpshnrg, the rs

boasted openly of their ability to
"Hog the Vaukees." Over their wine,
they discussed tho delightful prospect of
winter quarters in Philadelphia, and Ihe
abundance of food and clothiig which
they would assess at the expense of the
Pennsylvania lhitchmeil. They talked
about jt with the assurance of men who
are morally certain of success in any
enterprise. Tho army was enthused
w iih the same idea. It was starvation
and raggednes in Virginia, or plenty
and good clothing in Pennsylvania aud
Maryland. The battle dispelled these
i lusions. It was then retreat or anni-
hilation. . Ketreat was yet feasible, as I
have shown should it have Ix-c-n per-
mitted? This, aud w hat transpired af-
ter the battle, I reserve for another let-
ter.

It w as deep in the night before we left
the hospitals, where every one w ho could
act in the capacity of nurse was needed.
Moving bark along" the road to Boones-boro- ',

tho sight presented was aingular
aud beautiful. ( The couutry, for mile
upon miles on either hand, presented Ihu
appearance of a city by night, only that
the lights were irregularly placed sal-teu-- il

amoiig forest and "in field. To
move nway from tho hospitals, w here (ho
snB'erinjt was how more agonizing than
during tho day (woiindu at first pin
but little) from men begging you to shoot
them, and so bring tho relief prayed for
in vain from men beggiug for a doctor,
calling for water, asking for food from
tho odbr of blood, from tho sight of
ghastly wounds, from the taint of cor-
ruption, out into tho peaceful country,
with Ihe night winds stirring the leaves,
the waterfalls plashing with a cooling
sound iu Ihe depths of ihu forests, with
the beautiful Iighu of jicavru shining
serenely 'from tho "(dear U"-- ; and the
Cmp lircs, before which men passed and
repassed, like ghosts glimmering below,
was a grateful and refreshing change.
4'.ituiie directed me t i the headquarters
of Lieutenant Jamison, Quartermaster of
Ihe 27th Indiana, for whose hospitality
and assistance in collecting the lists of
killed and wounded of that regiment, I
wish to make this acknowledgement

' P.
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